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Azelea is dropped off by her mother to look after her Grandma Clark
for the summer. Grandma hurt her ankle and needs help with her
house and especially with her garden. She has three other children
who come in weekly to help with the garden. One is a Chinese
American named Billy Wong, one a troubled boy named Willis, and one
a gossipy, dressed-to-the nines girl named Melinda. Azelea learns that
appearances are not always what they seem. She gradually becomes
friends with Billy, and learns that being in Arkansas for the summer
might not be so bad after all.
The characters in the book are developed well. Readers get to know
Grandma not only by her words, but by her facial expressions. Readers
learn that Willis might be troubled and acting out because he’s
carrying a heavy load on his shoulders that no one is aware of. Azelea
begins to discover that she likes new things and can talk to strangers
after all. The pace of the book is fast. Each chapter leads to the next
in such a way that it’s hard to put the book down. The chapters are
written from two points of view: Azelea’s and Billy Wong’s. Through
this method, readers learn the thoughts and dilemmas these two are
facing and how difficult it is to make decisions and to live in certain
circumstances. It’s a great book for helping readers learn that people
are not all good or all bad, but have troubles and problems that lead
to behaviors.
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